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NATIONAL PARTY CENTENARY — BLOOD NOSE POLITICS 
Statement by Member for Kalgoorlie 

MS W.M. DUNCAN (Kalgoorlie — Deputy Speaker) [12.52 pm]: When I was elected the first female 
president of the Nationals in 2004 and our predicted demise was on the horizon, I was determined to see our 
party reach its centenary and its history recorded, which it has been in a book that is now finished called 
Blood Nose Politics. The title comes from a quote by Brendon Grylls that our supporters do not expect us to win 
every battle, but they do expect us to get a blood nose trying. The project took 10 years and almost fell over with 
the sad passing in quick succession of John Saint and Heather Dreyer, who were recording oral recollections and 
researching early history respectively. Through a mutual friend, I met Dr Lenore Layman, who also believed in 
the importance of this project and offered to help me finish it. We engaged Associate Professor Bobbie Oliver 
and Dr Ron Chapman to complete key periods of the party’s history. Lenore filled in the gaps, putting great time 
and effort into embedding herself in the party and learning how we tick. She is an amazing person and we would 
not have managed without her. I am thrilled to see it finished. Thanks to a whole range of people, especially 
those who provided photographs, documents, campaign material and donations and to the parliamentary history 
society for the work it does in recording the oral recollections of retiring members. I must note the dedication of 
Heather Giles, Hilda Turnbull, Roma Strahan, Jill Sounness and the keen eyes of Ian Robertson, 
Ron Aitkenhead, Hendy Cowan, Matt Stephens, Ron Elphick and John Paterson for proofreading. 
Madeleine de Pierres did the final graphic design. Congratulations to all those who have been a part of the 
achievements of one of the longest surviving political parties in Australia. My best wishes for the next hundred 
years and more blood noses! 
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